
St. Louis City Ordinance 63769 

 

FLOOR SUBSTITUTE 

BOARD BILL NO. [95] 376 

INTRODUCED BY ALDERMAN Paul Michael Beckerle 

An ordinance establishing a Forest Park Advisory Board and providing for its 

membership, authority and responsibilities. 

WHEREAS, an open and public process has been conducted to develop a 
Master Plan for Forest Park; and  

WHEREAS, in Resolution 178, adopted January 20, 1995 the Board of 
Aldermen approved Goals and Policies for such a Master Plan; and  

WHEREAS, the Master Plan has been approved by the Community 
Development Commission pursuant to Chapter 3.48, City Code; and  

WHEREAS, the Goals and Policies of the Master Plan and the Master Plan call 

for the establishment of a Board to perform certain functions with respect to 
implementation of the Master Plan;  

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF ST. LOUIS AS 

FOLLOWS:  

Section One. There is hereby established a Forest Park Advisory Board.  

Section Two. The membership and terms of office of members of the Forest 

Park Advisory Board shall be as specified in Exhibit A hereto, incorporated 
herein by this reference.  

Section Three. The appointments of members of the Forest Park Advisory 

Board by the Mayor, other than ex officio members, shall be subject to the 

approval of the Board of Aldermen by resolution.  

Section Four. The Forest Park Advisory Board shall have the authority and 

responsibilities set forth in Exhibit B hereto, incorporated herein by this 
reference.  

Section Five. The requirement of Article Eight Section Twelve of the City 

Charter, that all City officers not excepted by such section or by ordinance 

devote full time to their duties of their office, shall not be applicable to the 



members of the Forest Park Advisory Board.  

 

Exhibit A  

 
FOREST PARK ADVISORY BOARD: MEMBERSHIP  

The following members shall be appointed by the Mayor, subject to the 

approval of the Board of Aldermen:  

1. One selected from among persons nominated by community groups or 
neighborhood organizations in neighborhoods adjacent to Forest Park;  

2. One selected from among persons nominated by Subdistricts or governing 

boards of institutions of the Metropolitan Zoological Park and Museum District 

with facilities located in Forest Park and The Muny;  

3. One selected from among persons nominated by organizations which use or 

whose members use a portion of Forest Park on an ongoing basis for amateur 

sports activities pursuant to permits issued by the Board of Public Service or 

the Department of Parks, Recreation and Forestry;  

4. One selected from among persons nominated by persons, organizations or 

other entities which are not described in paragraphs 1, 2 or 3 with a lease or 

permit from, or contract with, the City or the Department of Parks, Recreation 

and Forestry, for ongoing use of a portion of Forest Park;  

5. One selected from among persons nominated by environmental advocacy 
groups active in the metropolitan area;  

6. One member with expertise in landscape architecture;  

7. One member with expertise in urban design;  

8. One member with expertise in ecology and natural resources;  

9. Seven members at large reflecting the geographic, racial and ethnic, and 

gender diversity of the City; and,  

10. In addition to the foregoing members, up to five non-voting advisory 
members who are not residents of the City.  

The following members shall serve ex officio:  



* The Forest Park Manager;  

* The Executive Director of Forest Park Forever, Inc., or his or her designee.  

* The Aldermen of any ward in which any part of Forest Park is located, or his 
or her designee.  

* The Chair of the Parks Committee of the Board of Aldermen, or his or her 
designee.  

* One of the following as determined by the Mayor:  

 
 

* The Director of Planning of the Community Development Agency; or  

* The Commissioner of Heritage and Urban Design; or  

* The Director of Urban Design of St. Louis Development Corporation; or  

* The President of the Board of Public Service.  

The terms of all the ex-officio members shall correspond to their respective 

official terms. Of the fifteen voting members appointed by the Mayor, three 

shall be appointed initially for terms of one year, three for terms of two years, 

four for terms of three years and five for terms of four years. Non-voting 

advisory members shall be appointed for terms of four years. All members 

thereafter shall be appointed for terms of four years. No member appointed by 

the Mayor shall be an officer or employee of the City or of any political 

subdivision thereof other than the Metropolitan Zoological Park and Museum 

District or any of its subdistricts. All members, other than the non-voting 

advisory members, if any, shall have one vote on the Board.  

 

EXHIBIT B  

 
Responsibilities and Authority of Forest Park Advisory Board  

1. Monitor the implementation of the Master Plan and provide ongoing 

community input about Forest Park. "Master Plan" as used herein means a 

Revised Forest Park Master Plan as approved by the Community Development 

Commission including "Forest Park Master Plan, Goals and Policies" ("Goals 
and Policies") as approved by resolution of the Board of Aldermen.  



2. Oversee and review compliance with the Master Plan and provide review of 

significant modifications to the Plan, including those made by tenants, outside 

agencies and the Parks Department.  

3. Constitute a part of the public review process for major park projects as 

specified by the "Project Approval Process" schematic diagrams for privately 

funded projects and City funded projects, copies of which are attached hereto 

as Exhibits A and B, in addition to the public entities listed in �2.3.2 of Goals 

and Policies.  

4. Conduct a public review of any proposed expansion, modification, 

replacement, relocation, adaptive re-use, or removal of existing buildings, 

roads, parking lots, paths, recreation areas or natural areas ("Proposed Physical 

Changes"). No City Board (including but not limited to the Boards of Estimate 

and Apportionment, Aldermen and Public Service) commission, agency, or 

department shall take any action upon any proposed ordinance, contract, 

permit, appropriation, or other form of authorization of a Proposed Physical 

Change, until a public review has been conducted. Such public reviews shall be 

conducted within thirty days after they are initiated. The Forest Park Board (the 

"Board") may initiate a public review by written notice to the Director of Parks, 

Recreation and Forestry (the "Director") that it is doing so. The Director may 

initiate a public review by written notice to the Board to conduct a public 

review including full particulars concerning the Proposed Physical Change. In 

conducting such review, the Board may provide opportunities for citizen 

involvement and public input as it deems necessary. After completing such 

review, the Board shall promptly report to the Mayor, the Director, and the 
public whether the Board finds:  

i) the Proposed Physical Change is significant or minor;  

ii) the Proposed Physical Change is consistent or inconsistent with the Master 
Plan, or, is not addressed by the Master Plan; and  

iii) if the Proposed Physical Change is not addressed by the Master Plan, 

whether the Board considers the Proposed Physical Change beneficial to the 
Park, or not beneficial to the Park, with stated reasons.  

The Board in its reports may address such other matters or findings as it 
believes will assist the public to evaluate the proposals which are reported on.  

5. Encourage institutions and park facilities to develop their long-range plans 
and to present them to the Board on a regular basis.  



6. Keep the public informed and advised of matters relating to the Master Plan.  

7. Perform such other functions and take such other actions as are consistent 
with its responsibilities and authority as stated in paragraphs 1 to 6, inclusive.  

8. The Board is not authorized and shall not have power to amend or change the 

Master Plan. The Board may recommend changes to the Master Plan for 

consideration by the Community Development Commission.  

9. The Board is authorized to reasonably request of, and shall receive from, the 

Director, meeting space, clerical assistance from time to time, and supplies. 

The Director's obligation to comply with such requests is subject to 

Departmental budgetary limitations as determined by him in good faith.  

10. The Director shall on an ongoing basis provide to the Board, with or 

without request from the Board, information necessary and appropriate for the 

Board to consider in carrying out its responsibilities under paragraphs 1 to 7 

inclusive. The Board shall receive from the Director any public reports 

prepared or received by department personnel relating to or concerning Forest 
Park.  

11. The Board may request and upon such request shall promptly receive 

information from the Director concerning plans of the City affecting Forest 
Park.  

12. The Board shall meet at least once in each calendar quarter after public 
notice as required by law and as determined by the Board.  

13. The Board shall select officers and adopt rules for the conduct of its 

business, consistent with any applicable law, including but not limited to Ch. 

610 and section 105.452 R.S.Mo. 1994 as amended. The Board may adopt rules 

and procedures, consistent with applicable law, which it believes appropriate 

concerning records of communications to Board members and disqualification 

of members from voting on matters originated by the group, organization, 

institution, person, or entity which nominated them, or, in the case of ex officio 

members other than aldermen, the organization or City office in which they are 
employed.  

14. The Board shall prepare and publish by March 31 each year a report of its 
proceedings and business during the preceding calendar year.  
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